Mary & the Saints Outline

1) Saints
a. Three definitions of saints
i. Christians on Earth ¢ often used by Saint Paul (See Romans 1:7, 1 Cor 1:2)
ii. All those who have made it to Heaven

| have little doubt that if we make it tdeavenwe will be surprised by who we see made it and by wha@lidn
make it

iii. Those officially recognized by the Church as being in Heaven (most common usage and
the one used in this presentation)
b. How does someone become a saint?
i. Die
ii. Live a holy life
1. Sainthood does not mean they led a perfect life
a. Saint Augustine had an illegitimate child
b. Saint Thomas the Apostle doubted the resurrection
c. Saint Guntramnus murdered a physician who could not cure his ex-wife
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to cover up his sins

We dorcall Old Testament figures like David, Moses, and Abraham saints, because although they are
undoubtedly in Havenand can intercede for ushey caf®really modek Christian life, since they did not
know Christ while here on earth.

2. SaintsweNBy Qi LISNFSOGX GKSeé 2dzad YIRS | G:
life
iii. Make it to Heaven
iv. Posthumous process
1. Former process ¢ acclamation, people thought you must be a saint, so you were
declared one by general consensus of the people
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2. Current Process (Apostolic Constitution Divinus Perfectionis Magister
promulgated by John Paul II, Jan 25, 1983)
a. CAOS @SIFNBR FFFGSNI GKS LISNER2Y Q& RS
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documents and writings related to the person are collected. At this point,



http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_jp-ii_apc_25011983_divinus-perfectionis-magister_en.html
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waived by the Pope as in the cases of Mother Teresa and John Paul Il, by
John Paul Il and Benedict XVI, respectively.)

b. Once the diocesan investigation is completed, the report is forwarded to
the Congregation for the Causes of Saints. After review by multiple
committees, the Pope authorizes a decree to be drafted and publicly
promulgated.

c. The next step is beatification which requires a miracle occurring after the
LISNE2Yy Qa RSIFIGK® ¢KAAa YANIOfS Ydzai
iInvestigation as being inexplicable by science. After this miracle is
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Blessed.

d. The last step is canonization which requires an additional miracle with
the caveats given above. Declaring someone a Saint is an infallible act of
the Pope.

c. Communion of Saints (CCC 946-962)
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a. Place where we are purified before entering the perfection of Heaven

b. Church has not defined much about Purgatory, other than to infallibly
declare its existence.

c. Scriptural support:

i 1Cor3:15d. dzi AF a2YS2ySUa ¢g2NJ] Aa
suffer loss; the person will be saved, but only as through fire..® &
ii. 2Macc12:43-46a1 S GKSy (221 dzJ I O2f f
soldiers, amounting to two thousand silver drachmas, which he
sent to Jerusalem to provide for an expiatory sacrifice. In doing
this he acted in a very excellent and noble way, inasmuch as he
had the resurrection of the dead in view; for if he were not
expecting the fallen to rise again, it would have been useless and
foolish to pray for them in death. But if he did this with a view to
the splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to rest in
godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. Thus he made
42y SYSyGd F2NJ 6KS RSIFIR OKIFG GK
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It just makes sense that Purgatory must exist. Heaven, which is a union with God, would require us to
be perfected, otherwise our union with God would cause Him imperfection. Since very few, if any of us
die in a state of perfgion (we are human after all), there must be a place where we cleanse ourselves

prior to seeing God. Personally, | want there to be a Purgatory so that | can present myself to God in tl
best shape | can be. Cleansed and purified, not dirtied as | legseadfrafter my time on EartiBesides,


http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/1corinthians/1corinthians3.htm#v15
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2maccabees/2maccabees12.htm#v43
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew18.htm#v23
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sort of posthumous cleansing process.

3.1 SH@SYy 64/ KdZNOK ¢ NRdzYLKEF Yy

¢ KS / KdzZNOK A& dzy A JS KAl InGreak)arotjust x@ehdin@its redch to sllzorndzyg A
of the Earth, but into Heaven and Purgatory as well. From this awareness comes the teaching that all
those in heaven are members of the Catholic Church. Thisxdbegan that they were Catholior

even Christiagyon earth, just that by their devotion to the Truth and their entry into Heaven, they are
now members of the Catholic Church.

Iii. Intercession of the Saints
1. Christ is the one mediator (1 Tim 2:5), but just as we on Earth can pray for each
20 KSNRa ySSRAa & ahoQie glosest € Rid Fay fonburd S| @Sy
2. Scriptural Support:
a. Rev5:849F OK 2F GKS SftRSNAR KStR F KIN
AyOSyaSsz gKAOK INB (G4KS LIN}Y&@SNB 27
b. Rev8:3:a ! y 2 (i K Savide ang/s@@&I &t the altar, holding a gold
censer. He was given a great quantity of incense to offer, along with the
prayers of all the holy ones, on the gold altar that was before the throne.
The smoke of the incense along with the prayers of the holy ones went
dzL) 6 ST¥2NB D2R FNRBY (G(KS KIFIYyR 2F (K
c. Lk16:19-316 awA OK aly FyR [F1T I NYz&é¢ o0
d. Why Saints?
i. Intercede for us, pray with us

Although denied by many Christians, ékas sense that the saints in Heaven do pray for us. These are
people vho by their liveshowedtheir love of God and neighbor. Are we to suppose that now that these
people,who wereso filled with lovevhile here on Earthare in the presence of Love Hélfisthat they turn
GKSANI ol O] 2y dzaK LQ@S Ftftaz2z KSFENR A0 | NBddZSR (Kl
believe that they, again so filled with love on earth, will turn their backs on we, who need their Help, due t
a lack of time? Thewill be in Heaven faall eternity after all'They have plenty of tim&nd plenty of love

with which to help us

1. Classifications of Saints
a. Apostles, including Paul
b. Martyrs
c. Pastors
i. Pope
ii. Bishop
ii. Priest
d. Doctors
e. Virgins
f. Holy Men/Women


http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/1timothy/1timothy2.htm#v5
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/revelation/revelation5.htm#v8
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/revelation/revelation8.htm#v3
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i. Religious
ii. Those who worked for the Underprivileged
iii. Teachers

Obviously, people can fit into more than one of these categories.

2. Patron Saints

a.

Saints who in their lives or through success of prayer on a certain issue
after their death gained an association with a certain topic or have been
chosen as patron of a certain group or institution
Examples
i. Patron Saint of our parish: e.g., Saint Ann
ii. Patron Saint of the Diocese of Wilmington: Saint Francis de Sales
(also patron of Salesianum, Oblates of Saint Francis de Sales,
journalists, educators, writers, among others)
iii. Patron Saint of the United States: Immaculate Conception, Our
Lady of Victory, Our Lady of the Milk and Happy Delivery
iv. Mothers: Ann (also grandmothers), Monica
v. Converts: Charles Lwanga, Helena, John the Baptist, Mary
Magdalen, Philemon (among others)
vi. Grandfathers: Joachim (also fathers)
vii. Fathers: Joseph
viii. Engaged Couples: Valentine, Ambrose Sansedoni of Siena
iX. Fear of Wasps: Friard
X. Sleepwalkers: Dymphna
xi. Against Oversleeping: Vitus

ii. Give us examples of Holy Lives
1. They faced the same temptations and struggles we do: we can learn from them
how to overcome our weaknesses and persevere in the life God asks of us

If we aregoing through a struggle or temptation, we can be sure that a saint did and their example can show
us how to successfully overcome and live inG5dll.

2. Their writings can inspire us and help us learn about our faith and ourselves
3. Popular Saints

a.
b.
C.
d.
e.
f.
e. Saints & Prayer
i.2S R2

Therese of Lisieux 6 a [ AGGE S Ct286SNEDV
Saint Maria Goretti

Saint Gianna

Saint Augustine

Saint Faustina Kowalska

Saint Francis of Assisi
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here on Earth to pray for you.

ii. Statues are not forbidden by the first commandment
1. Images are not forbidden, worshipping them is (First Commandment: Ex 20: 3-5,
Lv 5:6-9)
2. God himself orders the creation of images
a. Angels on the Ark of the Covenant (Nm 7:89)Y &2 KSy a2asSa S
meeting tent to speak with him, he heard the voice addressing him from
above the propitiatory on the ark of the commandments, from between
GKS (62 OKSNHzoAYT YR Al aLkRi1sS 02
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Statues help us focus on our prayer by giving usidesreminder of the need torgy wholeheartedlyjnspire
and remindus to live out the virtues exemplified by the person depi@ed,remind us that we aréjust in
Communion with people on Earth, but those in the next world as well.

f. Relics
i. Objects connected to saints in some way (even parts of their bodies) that are venerated
ii. Scriptural Support
1. 2Kgs20-21Y a9t AaKlF RASR YR ¢l a4 0dzZNASR® !
raid the land each year. Once some people were burying a man, when suddenly
they spied such a raiding band. So they cast the dead man into the grave of
Elisha, and everyone went off. But when the man came in contact with the
02ySa 2F 9fAaAKIXET KS OFYS ol O] G2 tAFT
2. Acts19:11-12Y {2 SEUGNI 2NRAYINE 6SNB (G(KS Y,
the hands of Paul that when face cloths or aprons that touched his skin were
applied to the sick, their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of
them.€
2) Mary
a. First Principle: Everything we believe about Mary is as a result of what we believe about Jesus
(CCC 487)
b. Her importance to Catholics is Scripturally based
i. Luke1:26-38-1 NOKI y3Sf DIFOoONRSEf 0O02YSa (2 KSNJI LIS
i. Luke1:39-44-a NB @A A&AGA KS NaNBlRoodthat@sisesddhritiel o S i
Baptist to stir in the womb and she is repeatedly called blessed
iii. John 2:1-11 ¢ Wedding Feast at Cana, Mary identifies the need for more wine and
intercedes with her Son to help the married couple in their time of need and obtains
/| KNAalGQa KSfLlE S@PSy (K2dzaAK KAa aK2dzNJ KI
c. Marian Doctrines
i. Immaculate Conception/Sinless Life
1. Mary was preserved from the stain of sin from the moment of her conception
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2. Thesamepowerandgrace ¥ 2 6 Ay 3 FNRY /fthitNeFnGves @& / NI
original sin in Baptism was applied to Mary at her Conception to keep her free
from original sin

Eventhouga  NEB Q& LYYl OdzZ FGS /2y OSLIGA2Y (Bs2drnediy CHOS LINA
could still be applied to her at that time. After all God exists outside time, so he could easily take events in the
future and apply their fruits to something in the past. ThinBbff | VR ¢ SRQ& 9TheSeQvwof Sy i
kids, close to failing out of high school, could figure out that they could use their time machine to leave
themselves items from the future to aid in their escape now. If these two could figure out how td,dbeaha
surely saouldthe Creator of the Universe!

3. Sheisthe Ark of the New Covenant
a. The Ark of the Covenant in the Old Testament had to be kept pure, as it
contained the presence of God (Lv 16). This object, which merely held
earthly objects (the Ten Commandments, the staff of Aaron and some of
the manna God gave to the Israelites in the desert), had to kept pure and
sacred due to the objects inside it.
b. How much more pure would Mary have to be carrying the physical
presence of God within her?
c. Mary as the Ark of the New Covenant can be seen in Rev 11:19-12:6
4. Scriptural Support
a. [dZl S MYHYY &! yR KS wiKS fuhfadk,6 OF
GKS [2NR A& GAGK &2dzpQ¢ ow{ x> SYLJ
b. Gen3:15Y aL gAff Llzi SyYAde o0S0sSSy ¢
your offspring and hers; He will strike at your head, while you strike at his
KSSt o¢

Mary is full of grace, theréi y 24 2y S LI NI 2 F KS Nk THete is noirégom fonsi.i K A y
Enmity, too, signifies a complete divide between Mary and the Devil. How many of us in our sinful natures car
be said to have true enmity for SatalMary could, as God prongd in early days of creatioAlso, if any of us
O2dzZ R KI @S aLIl NSR 2dz2NJ Y2UKSNAR (GKS adlAy 2F airy |
mother less than we love ours?

5. Infallibly defined by Pope Pius Xl in 1854 (Ineffbilis Deuk but believed since the
early church
ii. Assumption
1. At the end of her earthly existence Mary was assumed body and soul into
Heaven
2. Infallibly defined in 1950 (Munificentissimus Deldbelief extends back to at least
the 5™ Century
3. The Church takes no position on whether or not Mary died before entering
Heaven
ii. Perpetual Virginity
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1. Lukel¢/ 2 YLI NB (GKS Fy3aStQa NBlFOUA2ya G2
Mary of the prophecies of the births of John the Baptist and Jesus, respectively.
Zechariah is struck mute for questioning how his sterile wife could give birth, but
Mary who was of fertile age and about to get married merely gets an
explanation. Clearly, there was a prior intent to remain a virgin, despite the
betrothal to Joseph.

2. DespitethefactthatthS . A6f S NBFSNB G2 LIS2LX S | &
number of occasions, the Church has always maintained the perpetual virginity
2F alNBEd® O0C2NJ AyaidlyoOSs az2yvy$s 2F GK2a
mother.)

Atradition in the Orthodox churclsds that Joseph was a much older widower who already had a number of
OKAf RNBY FTNRBY I LINBGA2dza YINNAI ISP ¢KSasS 2G0KSNJ O
tradition also explains why a man would agree to marry a woman pledged faityrga young woman, likely

an orphan by this point, as Sts Ann and Joachim were traditionally believed to be beyond childbearing years
when Mary was born may have already been dead by this time. So an older Joseph, already with a family of |
own may hae been willing to support Mary as his wife even with her pledge of virginity.

d. Titles of Mary
i. Mother of God
1. Council of Ephesus (431) ¢ called to combat heresy of Nestorianism which
claimed a division between the divine and human natures of Christ
2. Since Mary was Mother of Jesus, who was fully human and fully divine with no
RAGA&AAZ2Y 0SG6SSYy GKS (¢23 aAKS Ydzaad o
she is also the Mother of God

(This does not mean that God was created by Mary or that shexpséed HimJust as our motherdid not
ONBIGS 2dzNJ a2dzf a3 ySAGKSNI RAR al NBE ONBI OGS wSadzaQ
giving birth to the GodbecomeMan Jesus.)

3. Earliest recorded usage: Saint Hippolytus (died in 235)
ii. Co-redemptrix (Not officially taught by the Church)
1. Causes controversy because some misunderstand it to mean that Mary was
RANBOGf& Ay@2t OSR Ay 2dzNJ al f @l GAz2y >
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plan. Afteral,l g KI & AT aKS HKelaigel?at AR abz2¢ G2 i
3. Also, references the sacrifice of Abraham and Isaac: a son who allowed himself
to be sacrificed and a parent who was willing to see their child sacrificed i 2 D2 R
will. (Gn 22:1-14)
iii. Queen of Heaven
1. The Davidic Kingdom of Israel (  LINBE FA I3 dzNBYSy i 2 7F ,IRS & dz
most societies of the time, was polygamous which raises the question of which
wife should be the Queen. Israel (and many other nations) solved this by


http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke1.htm#v1
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honoring the mother of the King as Queen. (This is shown frequently in the Old
Testament, for one example see 2 Chronicles 22.)
2. The Queen represented the people of the Kingdom before the King and had
special powers to approach the King and intercede for their needs, and even the
King would pay her homage. 1 Kgs 2:19-21Y & ¢ KSy wehttoKidggK S 6 I
Solomon to speak to him for Adonijah, and the king stood up to meet her and
paid her homage. Then he sat down upon his throne, and a throne was provided
F2NJ 0KS {Ay3Uua Y2UKSNE ¢gK2 alid Fd KA
Iv. Our Mother
1. John19:26Y G2 KSy WSadza al ¢ KAa Y2UKSNI Iy
KS alAR (2 KAa Y2U0KSNE bh22Ylys> 06SK2f¢
2. CKAa gl ayQid YSNBfe Fy NNYy3aSYSyda 7F2
That could have been arranged before; rather, this is Jesus reminding us that as
we are all the body of Christ, we share a common mother: Mary.
3. We are all members of the Body of Christ; Mary gave birth to the Body of Christ.
4. Mentioned as early as Irenaeus. (died ca. 200)
e. Mary as Perfect Model of Faith
i.al NBE If gl &@a &lkkA3IB: "BeholS, &am théihAndniai@l & thelLord. May it
be done to me according to your word.")
ii. She followed Christ to the end, even at the foot of the Cross (John 19:25)
ii. al NBE gl a (GKS 2yfeé LISNBR2Y GKSNBE FTNRBY (KS
and Resurrection. We should seek to follow that same devotion.
iv. Her final words recorded in the Bible are sound advice to us all: "Do whatever he tells
you." (Jn 2:5)
f. Intercessory Power
i. John 2:1-11 ¢ Wedding Feast at Cana: Jesus responded to need for more wine upon His
Y2U0KSNRDa NBIljdzSaage |'S adzNBte O2dz R KI @S
be asked by His mother.
ii. As Queen of Heaven and Earth, she has great intercessory power, as discussed above
g. Apparitions (Appearances of Mary)
i. Approved: Fatima, Lourdes, Guadalupe, among others
1. / P GK2ft A0&a avlre o0StAS@®SE Ay GKS YSaal
2. Contain nothing contrary to the Faith, but are not necessary to be believed for
salvation
ii. Unapproved
1. Could be considered false or still under investigation
2. Approach with a healthy dose of skepticism
3. Examples: Nuns recently excommunicated for following the reincarnation of
Mary, alleged apparitions in Medjugorje, etc.
i. {FFS NHzZ SY AF &2dzQNB vy .FhisgoasdaNaByzllededd & dzY'S A
F LILISTE NI yOS 2F al NBEX WSadza 2N Fye &alAyarT
valid.
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3) Summary
a. Devotion to Mary and the Saints is not an end in itself; our devotioni 2 D2 RQ& & SNIJI
f20SR 2ySa aKz2dzZ R aSNIBS (2 oOoNARy3d dza Of 2a SN
devotion toward God.
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